on its roof? Scripture states, “And before the mercy seat.” Is it possible 
to suppose that it is to be on its brow? Scripture states, “UponEand 
beforeE” 


1:4: R. Zeirah said, “[The flicked blood] has to touch [the mercy 
seat].” R. Samuel bar R. Isaac said, “It does not have to touch it.” 


1:5: “And he shall sprinkle it with his finger on the front of the mercy 
seat” (Lev. 16:14, for the blood of the bull, and Lev. 16:15, for the 
blood of the goat). This teaches that he puts one of the drops of blood 
above. “And before the mercy seat” (Lev. 16:14, 15). I do not know 
how many there should be. Lo, I reason as follows: Putting the blood is 
required for the bullock of the high priest, below, and putting the blood 
is stated with respect to the goat, also below. Just as tossing the blood 
is stated with regard to the bullock, indicating it is to be tossed below 
seven times, so the placing of the blood stated with regard to the goat 
is to be done below, seven times. Or perhaps you should argue in this 
way: Placing blood above is required, and placing blood below is 
required. Just as placing the blood above demands a single drop of 
blood, so placing the blood below should require a single drop of 
blood. Let us then determine the appropriate parallel. One should 
derive the rule governing placing the blood below by analogy to other 
rules governing placing the blood below, and one should not derive the 
rule governing placing the blood below from the rule governing 
placing the blood above. Or perhaps one should reason in this way: 
Derive the rule governing the disposition of the blood of the goat from 
other rules governing the disposition of the blood of the goat, and do 
not derive the rule governing the disposition of the blood of the goat 
from the rule governing the disposition of the blood of the bullock. 
Scripture actually states, “And do with [the goat’s] blood as he did 
with the blood of the bull” (Lev. 16:15). Just as the blood of the 
bullock is sprinkled below seven times, so the blood of the goat is 
sprinkled below seven times. And I do not know how much of the 
blood of the bullock is to be placed above. Placing the blood is stated 
with regard to the goat, above, and placing the blood is stated with 
regard to the bullock, above. Just as placing the blood stated with 
regard to the goat is done above, one time, so placing the blood with 
regard to the bullock, above, is to be done one time. Or perhaps one 
should reason in this way: The requirement of placing the blood below 
is stated, and the requirement of placing the blood above is stated. Just 
as placing the blood below is to be done seven times, so when placing 
the blood above is stated, it means it is to be done seven times. Let us 
then determine the appropriate analogy. They derive the rule governing 
placing the blood above from other rules governing placing the blood 


